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What a wonderful time of year! 
Improving weather, more daylight hours, signs of new life everywhere, vaccinations progressing 

well, the prospect of regulations lifting and old freedoms being restored after months of re-

stricted living. Even more, especially at Eastertime, as Christians worldwide celebrate the awe-

some freedom that comes from knowing Jesus conquered the grave on our behalf, and that sin 

and death have no power over us! What a lot we have to celebrate in Him. Alleluia! 
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 We’re excited that planning and filming 
have begun on the third YouTube pro-
gramme, with individual segments to be 
released in the run up to the main event on 
22nd May.  
 In an age of fake news and conspiracy 
theories and at a time when Christianity is 
under pressure to re-evaluate and re-
package biblical teaching, this theme based 
around truth is so relevant. 

See previous KYB online programmes at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIgN0yU7MnT_eFHGyxn8OdQ 
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 Please keep a look out for phone, text 
or email messages that just don’t sound 
quite right, pretend to be from a reputable 
company or from someone we know, but 
asking for personal data like dates of birth 
or passwords, or for money.  May we live 
without fear, but to be wise not to respond 
to them. Lord, deliver us from evil. 

 The removal company were booked 

to move me in two stages. 80% of my 

belongings went into storage on the 4th.  

An hour after they had left, I had a phone 

call to say someone in the chain had 

covid and was unable to move, so every-

thing was on hold again, except this time 

I had even fewer possessions! 

 On the positive side, I had a bed and 

two armchairs, a telly and microwave: 

what more could you want?!  It is hard to 

convey what a roller-coaster of emotions 

it has been, but God was gently weaning 

me away from my family home of forty-six 

years. He does do all things well, alt-

hough humanly speaking, it felt like a 

mess, and sometimes out of control.  

 I started writing this piece before I 

finally moved into the new bungalow. I 

am now in awe, wondering why I was 

anxious.  God is in control. He knew the 

end from the beginning. He knew and 

knows the plans He has for me.  I feel 

overwhelmed with gratitude for the beau-

tiful home God has provided, not for me 

to keep to myself, but to use  for His 

glory.   

  

For those who keep in touch, my phone 

number and email remain the same. 

To move…  
...or not to move? 

Sandra Gilbert 

Or rather is it ever going to happen or not!   

Back in July I sold my house within a week, 

bought a bungalow and packed up, ready to 

move out mid-September.  

 However, the person buying my proper-

ty became ill, not with covid, but was not 

going to be able to move until late Novem-

ber.  I accepted this and lived surrounded 

by packed boxes and limited possessions, 

(it is surprising how we can make do when 

we need to) 

 But even through this time, things did 

not go smoothly, until I began to think, 

should I really be moving, have I been 

thinking something that is not according to 

the purposes of God?  After a great deal of 

uncertainty, contracts were eventually ex-

changed on December 23rd with comple-

tion on January 6th with a great sigh of 

relief!    

An easy new way to donate to  KYB 

 If you shop online with Amazon, be sure 

to use www.smile.amazon.co.uk. The shop-

ping process will be the same, but if you 

select Know Your Bible as your charity, 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase 

price to KYB. 

 Sign in on the website where you will 

see a box suggesting a charity. Under that 

select “Or pick your own charity” and type 

in “Know Your Bible”. Once you’ve received 

a verifying email, you can start shopping, 

knowing that every purchase will send a 

donation to support the ministry at no ex-

tra cost to yourself. 

 This year we’re enjoying meeting Area 

Teams around the country online, sharing 

information, current needs and concerns 

and future plans with one another. These 

are the women who organise conferences 

around the country (in normal times!), keep-

ing KYB groups encouraged and connected.  

 Common challenges faced are knowing 

how and when to plan meeting in person; 

ensuring the future of our teams with new 

members and fresh ideas; many of us are 

feeling stretched by the need to use new 

technology, so support and training is often 

useful. We value your prayer! 

Introducing 

 the 2021 National Leadership Team 



I wonder if the virus 
Had never come at all 
What would we all be doing 
With our plans both great and small? 
Would there be room  for Jesus 
In our busy, hectic days 
Or would he just be getting 
Some sort of “second place”? 

We’ve had to stop and listen 
As our world has quickly changed 
To our Saviour who knows all things 
In this life we find so strange. 
He tells us, “Do not worry 
I’m right here by your side. 
Just trust me through the unknown 
I am the Lord, your guide” 

And so, with new reliance 
We turn to him each day 
Before we rise, before we sleep 
At work, home-school or play. 
We don’t have all the answers 
And right now, almost none 
But let’s be thankful someone does 
Jesus, God’s own Son. 

I wonder when our world  
Has normality restored 
Will we remember Jesus 
And the prayers we have outpoured? 
I pray we’ll live our lives 
In a much more Christ-like way 
Give thanks to him, depend on him 
and praise him every day. 

 Have you found yourself ‘hurkle- dur-

kling’ a lot? (No, I didn’t know what it 

meant either). Apparently, it’s Scots dia-

lect for, “lounging around long after it’s 

time to get moving!”  

 One thing this pandemic has high-

lighted is how we now use our time. For 

some of you, it may mean life is more 

frenetic and stressful than ever before, 

particularly if you’ve had the challenge of 

home schooling on top of trying to hold 

down your job. Every moment is account-

ed for. For others, it will mean you have 

so much more time on your hands and 

have perhaps been wondering how best 

to use it. With the lockdowns, our life-

styles have changed considerably. It has 

certainly made me review what I do / or 

don’t do, and what I prioritise. Looking at 

how our Lord Jesus used his time is of 

benefit: 

 He regularly withdrew to be alone 

with His Father, to recharge and com-

mune with Him.  (Mark 1:35) 

 He admonished Martha for prioritis-

ing busyness over spending time atten-

tively listening and learning from Him, 

unlike her sister Mary. (Luke 10: 38-42) 

 He would not be hurried on to the 

next place or task when He sensed there 

was something of great spiritual signifi-

cance taking place, as seen with the 

bleeding woman who touched his cloak, 

reaching out in faith to be healed. (Mark 

5: 25-34) 

 He was happy to deviate from his 

plans for example when he walked 

through Jericho on his way to Jerusalem, 

calling Zacchaeus down from the tree to 

tell him he was coming to his house for 

tea. This action would have really shocked 

those around him, clearly showing that he 

was happy to spend time with a hated, 

dishonest tax collector; a pariah of their 

community. The encounter brought about 

Zachaeus’ salvation. (Luke 19: 1-5) 

 He was willing to be uncomfortable 

and spend time out in the noontime heat, 

speaking with a Samaritan woman, 

shunned by her community, imparting the 

incredible revelation that he was the Mes-

siah; resulting in her coming to faith, and 

many others in the town.  (John 4: 4-42) 

 What strikes me most about each of 

these accounts is the importance Jesus 

places on ‘relationships,’ - first and fore-

most with His Father, and then with the 

encounters He has with people. 

 If you are a ‘task orientated’ person, 

you gain great satisfaction from “getting 

things done” and if you’re not careful, you 

can become addicted to ‘productivity’.  

Rather than cracking on with my day, I 

now sense God is calling me aside to lis-

ten more attentively for how He wants me 

to use my time – spending an extended 

time in prayer, discerning His prompting 

and priorities, sometimes that is as simple 

as sending a text of encouragement, 

spending time with people on the phone 

or Zoom, or walking and talking with them 

(and most importantly, listening). Small 

things and actions can turn out to be in-

credibly significant in His kingdom.  

 As for ‘hurkle- durkling’ - no I don’t 

want to lounge around ineffectually, I want 

to relearn how to use the free time I have 

available wisely, prioritising people, just as 

Jesus did. How about you? 

Time and Time Again     Andrea Smith 

I Wonder     Julia Pirie 

Remembering 
Jean Taylor 

‘I have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the faith.’ 

 What was true of Paul was also true of 

Jean Taylor, who served the Lord through 

Bristol KYB for 40 years and who went to 

be with the Lord in January. 

 Jean brought her pharmacist’s diligence 

and attention to detail to KYB as Gillian 

Skipp remembers. ‘I first met Jean many 

years ago on the Bristol KYB team. Jean was 

the KYB representative, so all enquiries con-

cerning KYB Groups or which books were 

available went to Jean.  

 At my first meeting, she reported the 

number of groups meeting, which books 

they were studying, how many leaders there 

were and so on, enquires from potential 

leaders, people who wanted to join a group, 

and so on.  It was most impressive!  She 

also spent a good deal of time visiting a 

group that might be struggling, or helping a 

new leader settle in, all done in such a kind-

ly, gentle way that endeared Jean to women. 

She always had time to chat on the phone, 

to encourage, and to send out books from 

the huge stock in her home.  It was great 

working with Jean, who became a great 

friend and taught several of us in those 

days how good communication was so im-

portant.’   

 It was with this same 

love and care that Jean 

led KYB groups through-

out this time, often intro-

ducing women to Jesus or 

to reading the Bible for 

themselves.  Jean’s faith in 

Jesus was a straightfor-

ward one and she spoke easily of how the 

Lord guided her steps or spoke through 

the Bible.  I miss Jean for her thoughtful-

ness, her tenacity, her hospitality, her dili-

gence, her wisdom and her great love for 

others.  She’s a hard act to follow, a life so 

very well lived, but we who are still in the 

race are still encouraged by her words and 

her witnesses. 

Kate Kernaghan, Bristol KYB Team 



I Wonder     Julia Pirie 

God answers prayer 
Sue Hoyles 

 Back in March 2020 I attended the 

KYB Residential Conference at Brunel Man-

or.  Little did I realise that it would be the 

last time I would meet in a large group with 

real “flesh and blood” people for over a 

year! 

 At Brunel Manor I met a lady who 

was in the depths of despair concerning 

her son. She had had no contact with him 

for 4 years. She believed that he was 

homeless, and she feared for his life as we 

faced a national lockdown. 

 Two months later the same lady 

joined one of the online KYB groups. With-

in the group we have had many lively dis-

cussions around God’s Word and we are 

also committed to praying for one another 

and our families. We began to pray for this 

lady and her family. 

 Last week I received this email 

(edited to protect identities): “Hello dear 

ladies... I couldn’t wait to let you know that 

my husband and I have just taken a phone 

call from our beloved son.  As you know 

we haven’t heard from him for four 

years.  He seems in a good place and grad-

ually emerging from his ‘wilderness’ 

years.  A great thank you to all of you for 

your prayers over time.  As you know we 

have been to the depth of despair over this 

estrangement, and please can you pray 

that he will now continue to walk in the 

light.  From our conversation he is reading 

his study bible regularly (he told our 

grandson he had become a Christian a 

while ago now) and loves the Old Testa-

ment particularly.  We are so delighted.” 

 Praise God, He hears our prayers! 

Please join with us in praying for the heal-

ing of relationships within this family and 

for this man to grow in his relationship 

with God. 

Please, let us know! 

Since March last year, 

when all KYB events & 

conferences  had to be 

cancelled, we decided 

not to produce our twice

-yearly UK Newslink 

magazine, as there was 

little news and no events to publicise. In-

stead, we have produced this brief news-

letter ourselves every couple of months, to 

keep in touch, encourage and inform. 

We’d welcome your thoughts (by the end 

of April, please)  either individually or as a 

KYB group: 

Have you found KYB Link helpful? What in 

particular? 

Is there anything else you’d like us to in-

clude? 

Email: admin@knowyourbible.org.uk 

Phone:  07516 847997 

And of course, any articles or news we can 

include in the next newsletter would be 

most welcome! 

Thank you! 
Many thanks also, to all of you who pass 

on email & paper copies of this newsletter. 

We appreciate your part in reaching as 

many KYB ladies as possible. 

KYB Week 
13-19 June 

This is an annual opportunity to celebrate 

and publicise Know Your Bible, as well as 

to raise funds, which have been under-

standably low in the past year. 

Here are a few challenges you and your 

KYB group may like to pick up: 

1. Could everyone involved in KYB speak 

to someone new about the ministry? 

2. How about filling a tube with 20p piec-

es? Smarties or Steradent tubes: you 

choose! (eating the Smarties is a bo-

nus!) 

3. We may be able to meet together out-

doors for a KYB catchup picnic, after-

noon tea or barbecue, depending on 

the covid regulations in our areas.  

 My KYB group has recently 

begun the Five Lives book, 

with Hagar meeting God as a 

slave woman with no rights 

and no-one to defend her in 

her loneliness & suffering, 

apart from God.  

 Then prophetess & worship leader Miriam, 

who as a young woman bravely took the initia-

tive to protect her brother Moses, but then 

later muttered & grumbled against him, proba-

bly through envy & a proud spirit. So many 

emotions & characteristics we can identify with. 

Could you write 100 words about a study 

that’s blessing you, and send it in? Please do! 

Study 
Books 

Available titles £4 each 

The Good News 

Genesis 1 

1 Samuel 

2 Samuel 

The Life of Solomon (5 units) 

Proverbs 

Isaiah Part 2 

Jeremiah: the Man & the Message 

Haggai & Zechariah 

Gospel of Mark 

John’s Gospel Part 1 

1 Corinthians 

Ephesians 

Colossians & Philemon 

Timothy & Titus 

Hebrews 

Jesus of Nazareth 

Five Lives: Women Encountering God 

The Problem of Pain 

Psalms of Restoration & Renewal 

Matthew 1 

Matthew 2 

Planned for printing in 2021: Acts 

Mary Wary 

studybookorders@knowyourbible.org.uk 

01758 720168 

Sue Edgeler (Devon & Cornwall) 

01209 202529 

Maureen Meredith (Scotland) 

maureenmeredith42@gmail.com 

01950 431486 

www.knowyourbible.org.uk  Tel: 07516 847997 knowyourbibleuk 



I Wonder     Julia Pirie 

Day 1 International Board 
Ephesians 4:16 “From him the whole body, joined and held together 
by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love as 
each part does its work.” 
Thank God that the International Board has been able to meet regu-
larly via Zoom. 
Pray for those who edit the KYB studies, that they would be able to 
manage their time wisely and effectively. 
Pray for efficient use of the Easy English Good News KYB studies. 
Pray that sales of KYB study books will start to increase as the impact 
of the pandemic recedes (book sales have been greatly reduced 

Day 2 KYB UK 
Proverbs 16:9 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD de-
termines his steps.” 
Praise God for the new KYB groups that have started across the UK. 
Pray that new venues may be found for Residential Conferences. 
Pray that we may find ways of connecting with women who have not 
yet discovered the joy of being part of KYB. 

Day 3 National Leadership Team (NLT) 
Proverbs 16:3 “Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and your 
plans will succeed.” 
Thank God that the NLT have been able to meet regularly, using 
Zoom. 
Praise God that despite the restrictions the new members of the NLT 
have been able to settle into their roles and become part of the team. 
Pray for wisdom as we seek God’s will and His guidance. 

Day 4 Trustees 
Ephesians 6:10 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty 
power.” 
Praise God for the commitment of our trustees. 
Pray for wisdom as the trustees oversee the work of KYB UK. 
 Pray that the trustees will have the wisdom to provide encourage-
ment and challenge to the NLT. 

Day 5 Website and YouTube 
 Galatians 5:25 “Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 
the Spirit.” 
Thank God for the number of people who have watched the YouTube 
programmes and visited the website. 
Pray for fresh ideas in developing the website. 
Pray that the YouTube channel, the website, and our Facebook page 
may be relevant and attractive to women. 

Day 6 Regional and Area Teams 
 2 Corinthians 13:11b “Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of 
one mind, live in peace. And the God of love and peace will be with 
you.” 
Praise God for the valuable support that Regional and Area Teams 
have been able to provide to local groups during the challenges of the 
past year. 
Pray that teams may be able to identify new members to join them, 
we particularly pray that women will be identified to join the South 
West Regional Team (SWRT). 

Day 7 KYB Groups 
Matthew 5:16 “…let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 
Thank God for the support that women have experienced through 
KYB groups during the past year – not just online groups but through 
the creative ways that groups have found to maintain contact with 
women who are not online. 
Pray that groups may reach out to introduce KYB to women who have 
not yet discovered the benefits of KYB studies. 

Prayer Diary 
Spring/Summer 2021  

Fresh Prayer Needs and Devotions can be found each month on the website www.knowyourbible.org.uk . Why not take a look? 


