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“You hop in the 
 front, Debbie, 
 you don’t want 
 to get dirty.”

 Famous last words ...

White pants and pearls in the Sorghum!

Debbie and Chris in the sorghumDebbie and Chris in the sorghum

All set up and ready to go!

“You hop in the front, Debbie, you don’t want to get dirty.” ... Famous last words 
from my mentor and CWCI Speaker, Chris Keith. The two of us formed the team 
for the Sunshine Region Border Safari earlier this year, March 16–19.

Early one morning we hopped in the work ute of one of our hosts, Ran Mitchell, 
at “Leyland” North Star to go for a drive around his property. It was my first Safari 
and I had a lot to learn. Note to self: make sure to bring darker pants next time! 
I was rapidly discovering that you never know where you will end up on a Safari! 

Certainly I never expected to be in a ute as Ran drove through the red muddy 
creek! I was thinking, ‘Chris will have to get out and push,’ envisioning myself knee 
deep in the mud. But all this was worth it. Ran’s property was a picture and the 
wonderful sorghum crop a testimony to his passion for God’s creation.

I have found CWCI can be summed up in one word — family. The emails of 
support and encouragement from others far and wide were wonderful. And it 
was those prayers that got us through. 

My ‘start’ was a bit iffy. I got lost trying to find Sharon’s place at Goomburra. It 
wouldn’t have been very reassuring for Chris to hear her new Leader was already 
lost! And this Safari would be different to others. At the time, COVID-19 was 
just breaking in Australia and, as Chris also serves as Vice-President Prayer on 
National Management Board, she was also managing many, many emails. 

So, we faced some very new challenges for this Safari. We found obeying social 
distancing rules of that time really hard: no shaking hands or hugs for our Christian 
sisters. And, of course, while we were careful to keep physical distance from one 
another, the flies hadn’t gotten the message! It was a different sort of challenge 
sitting in the car under a box tree at Talwood, praying for our next meeting with 
the flies ... unbelievable flies!

Breathtaking greenery along the highways as we drove in the brand new 
CWCI Sunshine Regional Board/Safari Car took our collective breath away. 
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The life-changing impact of an Arabic-speaking 
For Arabic speaking ladies, studying the 
Bible in English is hard. So being able to 
learn more of God in our ‘heart’ (first) 
language can be life-changing. We all 
need to learn more about living God’s 
way, and using the KYB method provides 
these women with an opportunity to 
learn together. 

This is important for them because, 
although they speak Arabic, they come 
from different ethnic backgrounds. 
Their historical backgrounds has meant 
that they have had to put aside some of 
their learned prejudices and pray that 
they will be a united group with a spirit 
of love and acceptance.

Most of the ladies (who have escaped 
from war-torn areas in Syria and 
Iraq) come from Orthodox religious 
backgrounds. They had not heard of the 
need to be born again. Only a deeper 
knowledge of the Bible teaches what this 
really means. Not many of the women 
had Bibles, so the church they attend has 
given each family an English/Arabic New 
Testament. Doing the Units in advance 
was also quite strange so, when they 
began, discussion took a little longer. 

They chose KYB because Maha (their 
leader) had used it and knew how 
valuable it was for group study. Choosing 
to start with books which were easier to 
understand they began this year with  

The Life of Jesus — a great KYB study to 
do in the lead up to Easter! (English KYB 
users may remember this study as Life of 
Christ.) They plan to then continue on with 
KYB studies on Romans and Hebrews.

Their biggest challenge comes from 
lack of exposure to the Bible. Reading it 
was foreign to many. So things that many 
of us perhaps take for granted — like 
knowing what books were in the Bible 
and where to find them, and a knowledge 
of the Old and New Testaments — were 
completely new concepts. They are still 
learning to find their way around and to 
understand how things fit into the picture 
of God’s great plan of salvation. Using 
KYB helps these ladies gain confidence in 
navigating God’s word as they follow the 
studies — and ask many, many questions!

Although they usually know the 
prayers which are shared in church 
services, many of these women are 
not familiar with prayer as a personal 
communication with God. So, they are 
often hesitant to pray out loud and share 
their needs, but with the loving guidance 
of Maha and Nermine they are learning.

The women’s rich Syrian/Iraqi cultural 
backgrounds mean the women are very 
sociable — especially when they are 
sharing around food! This has helped 
break down the barriers and chatting over 
food leads naturally into speaking more 

Arabic KYB Leader, Maha Arabic KYB ladies at Christmas

“If you talk to a
man in a language  
he understands,  
that goes  
to his head.  
If you talk to him in  
his mother tongue,  
that goes to his  
heart.” 

— Nelson Mandela 

24 studies 
18 studies
15 studies
14 studies
11 studies 
11 studies 

Limited titles

Spanish
Mandarin Chinese
German
Indonesian
Arabic
French

Various African 
Indian, Melanesian  
& Asian languages

Available LOTE KYB Studies

First Arabic-Speaking KYB Group

LOTE KYB! 
(Languages other than English)

Do you have friends who would love to  
study the Bible in their heart language?

CWCI Australia can supply past 
Know Your Bible (KYB) resources in  

various languages for use in Australia!

Contact our Head Office for more 
information about available studies  

and how to order.
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Leadership matters

Recently I listened to a sermon on the 
importance of life-long learning. It said 
successful leaders are learners. 

Current events in our world have 
caused major changes at such a rapid 
pace it is vitally important that leaders 
embrace the challenge of life-long 
learning. If the leading process is to 
be on-going, our leaders will need to 
cultivate the skills of discipline and 
perseverance. Each day, our leadership 
goal should be to build on yesterday’s 
progress and embrace improvements 
as part of a process, rather than a single 
event in our lives. 

Think about the leadership model 
Jesus has given us. He spent three years 
with his followers teaching and training 
them for what was to come. Then,  
Jesus commissioned his followers to 
go and make disciples of all nations 
(Matthew 28). He sent the Holy Spirit 
to empower them, so they would be 
enabled to teach others. 

The Apostle Paul encouraged the 
younger Timothy to continue his  
learning. Paul knew that God’s word 
makes people “wise for salvation”  
(2 Timothy 3:15). Timothy had had a 
godly upbringing at home, but he also 
would have had other influences from 
the Old Testament writings and at the 
synagogue to foster his life-long learning. 

Life-long learning has many personal 
benefits. These include improving self-
confidence, keeping your brain healthy 
and your mind sharp, acquiring more 
life skills, helping you to model positive 
behaviour to others, and encouraging 
you to have a healthier outlook on life. 

As Christians there are even more 
reasons to embrace life-long learning, 
especially as a leader. We find our lives 
become more fulfilling, our worship 
more enriching and it provides an 
opportunity for spiritual growth. 
When we learn how to share what 
we know with others we can help 
them to find God for themselves and 
grow closer in their relationship with 
him. Through this experience we find 
our lives are indeed filled with those 
rare and beautiful treasures that are 
mentioned in Proverbs 24. 

For many of us Know Your Bible 
studies have provided a great 
platform for life-long learning. From 
being part of a KYB group we have 
grown in our knowledge of God’s 
word and developed a close personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ through 
regular Bible study over many years. 
Some have moved on to become 
leaders of groups enabling us to 
encourage others to grow in their 
understanding of God’s word. 

However, it would seem that we 
should not stop there. Today there 
are many tools available to help us 
on our way to fully engage in life-long 
learning. Let’s be open to this in our 
lives so that we can invest in the lives 
of others and develop new skills that 
will help us in the future to become 
more Christ like in our lives, and in our 
leadership roles. 

Robyn Sansbury
Development Director, CWCI Australia

The importance of life-long learning

Arabic KYB Leader, Maha 

“By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is established;
through knowledge its rooms are filled with rare and beautiful treasures.” 
(Proverbs 24:3–4)

freely as they then share God’s word. 
They have learned that fellowship over 
both physical and spiritual food helps 
grow friendships much more easily.

Studying God’s word through KYB has 
begun to have positive experiences for 
their families too. One very impressive 
story was when they studied Ephesians 

— with the emphasis on ‘being saved by 
grace not by works’. 

One of the women, Yarra, shared 
that she was just amazed by this 
newly discovered truth and that when 
she shared it with her husband they 
were both amazed at God’s grace. 
Coincidentally, her husband had been 
learning the same truth at his men’s 
Bible study group! After a discussion 
one Tuesday morning about works 
being the fruit of faith and not the 
means of salvation, Paeman shared  a 
video on their Facebook Messenger 
group. The video was a preacher saying 
exactly the same thing: how believers 
are saved because of Jesus’ blood. 
You can imagine how very happy and 
impressed they were!

When studying James and talking 
about the challenges of keeping our 
tongues tamed and watching what 
we say, they noticed the impact of 
their learning. For many weeks one 
of the group members was always 
mentioning the importance of watching 
what we say and how it had impacted 
her relationships once she adapted 
those measures.  One lady asked for a 
Kid’s Bible for her daughter and others 
have found that the KYB studies are 
influencing the whole family!

Maha Yassa & Nermine
Leader; group member, Sunshine Region  

Bridgeman Arabic-Speaking KYB

Praise God that he is using  
KYB studies to transform lives!

KYB group!
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South Border Safari
Each meeting had its own uniqueness but my testimony and Chris’ 

messages from God’s word were very relevant to each one. It was 
a blessing to meet so many different ladies from different walks of 
life who shared their stories with us. We were greatly encouraged. In 
these small rural areas, recovering from drought, I found a faithfulness 
to God and a commitment to keep his light shining. Jenny and Ran 
Mitchell are serving in five different preaching places around North 
Star, testimony to our Great God, his grace and his people serving 
together. We praise God for the hospitality of our wonderful hosts 
each night, the beautiful meals and great company. We were made to 
feel welcome at the different meeting settings as we set up and shared 
the love of Christ through song, book reviews, messages and the book 
stall. The ladies loved the book stalls, they couldn’t wait to look over 
the display and purchase the latest items from Koorong. 

I am thankful for the real privilege it was to share my testimony on 
Safari of how God used a KYB study on Ecclesiastes to change my life 
in May of 1991. We trust seeds were sown as we gave ladies hope in 
the Lord in these uncertain times. I treasure a lovely reminder from 
one of Chris’ messages from 1 Peter 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great Mercy, He has given us a 
new birth into a living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or 
fade, kept in heaven for you.”

Debbie Weber
South Border Safari Leader, Sunshine Region

A feast at Talwood

Chris and Debbie ready to go in the new Sunshine Region Safari car!

Chris speaking with the women in Willarie

Continued from page 1

Safari Type: 
Location:
Transport: 
Dates: 

Leader: 
Speaker: 

Sunshine Regional Safari
South Border, QLD
By road
16–19 March, 2020

Debbie Weber
Chris Keith
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Devotional corner

Being transformed like wool felt
Recently on the last day of my spinning certificate course, we had 
a session on felting wool. On a towel and sheet of bubble wrap, 
I laid a rectangular shape of processed merino wool top. I split 
it into small portions and made three layers that overlapped. 
We added water and then with rubber-gloved hands we pressed 
the fibre to start moving it. We covered it with a sheet of tulle or 
curtain and then added soap. It was then rolled, continuously 
turned over and the process repeated. 

I found myself feeling impatient — I wanted it to “felt” quickly. 
But our teacher said things like, “wait”, “it is a slow process” and 

“look for evidence of the fibres coming together”. After what 
seemed ages, we dipped it into very hot water (to wash the soap 
out), then cold water, then began to slam it on a table and do 
some more rolling! But I did get felt. My piece of wool top was 
forever changed.

When I was thinking about felting, I began to ponder how 
each of us is changed when we hear God’s word. The process 
of becoming like Christ is called sanctification, but after my 
class, I wanted to call it felting! The felting process helped me 
understand what happens inside all of us as God starts the 
change through the Holy Spirit and his word. In felting, there are 
several stages intended to cause change. These changes begin 
as soon as the soap and water are added. And so it is with us!

The movement inside our ‘human fibres’ has started with the 
gift of the Holy Spirit who enables us to believe in the words of 
Jesus. And then the hard work begins as we hear the word of God, 
and then try to put it into practice. This is the rolling! 

Perhaps for many of us there is an endless age of what seems 
like rolling, turning over, moving and massaging. Things are added, 
and cut out, new colours and fibres can be placed, and then more 
rolling begins. And only then does the ‘felt’ start to look like what it 
is meant to be — the Christ-like change within us!

Does God ever get impatient like I do when I am felting? That 
is an interesting question and one which we could all ponder on. 
What I do know is that he is there, guiding and directing even if I 
am in one stage of the process longer than the other! 

So be encouraged, the process of transformation is life-long 
but it is guided by our Heavenly Father. The ministry of CWCI and 
KYB is part of that transformation for many of us. Give thanks to 
God for the gift of his word that changes lives!

Jo Pope
Vice-Chairman Prayer, South-Eastern Region

Each Friday I meet with eight intelligent, witty, wise and 
wonderful women to do KYB studies. Smart cookies; 
very capable. However, suggesting we meet on Zoom 
during the current lockdown period challenged us all in 
several new ways!

Some had not heard of Zoom until very recently. 
Some were less tech savvy than others. Most needed 
help to find Zoom and set it up on their device. All were 
willing to give it a go. So we set a day to have our first 
‘trial and error’ KYB meeting via Zoom. As the host, this 
was a challenge for me, too, because there are a few 
things that only the host can do. (Like start the meeting 
and admit the participants!) 

If you’ve seen any of the Youtube videos about Zoom 
bloopers, you’ve seen what happened to us on that day! 
After carefully following the instructions we’d been 
given (by other, more experienced Zoomers) we finally 
managed to make it into the Zoom meeting. I say that 
loosely. Some came in with only video but no sound; 
others with sound but no video. One had to adjust her 
screen so we could see more than her eyebrows. After 
cutting each other off or not being able to get a word 
in, we quickly discovered that only one person could 
speak at a time. 

Advice was flying thick and fast about how to fix this, 
that or the other. “Click on this …”. “I haven’t got one of 
those.” We soon discovered that different devices have 
their ‘things to click on’ in different places, if they have 
them at all. Eventually everyone was sorted. 

In between laughing at our own ineptitude, and being 
called to order by the host, we settled down to enjoy each 
other’s company. Well, that was the idea, but instead 
of the spontaneous conversations we normally enjoy, 
nearly everyone sat staring blankly at their screens like 
stunned mullets. No-one was sure what to do next or 
who should do it first ...

Eventually we loosened up, stopped trying so hard 
and managed some worthwhile conversation. It’s going 
to take a while to get the hang of it, but we agreed it 
was worth persevering. So next Friday we’re going to 
try doing our first Zoom KYB study. Stay tuned for the 
next exciting episode! So be encouraged, the process 
of transformation is life-long but it is guided by our 
Heavenly Father. The ministry of CWCI and KYB is part of 
that transformation for many of us. Give thanks to God 
for the gift of his word that changes lives!

Sue Gleeson
KYB Leader, Eastern Region

Reimagining KYB
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T1: God builds a people Joan Gordon
Meet our Melanesia Director!
Joan lives in Horsham, Victoria and has one daughter, Lauren, 
who is a lawyer in Melbourne.

Joan’s involvement with CWCI began as a member of 
a KYB group in the 1970s. She went on to be a KYB Group 
Leader and a Distributor. Her work background has mostly 
been in administration.

She has balanced farm books for 40 years and worked 
on a voluntary basis in the Finance department of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators. Lately, she has also worked at the Visitor 
Information Centre in Horsham. Within CWCI she has served 
as a Prayer Convenor, Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, and a 
jack of all trades filling in where needed. Her involvement 
with KYB also continues.

Joan is confident that taking on this new role is an act 
of obedience to Jesus. Although feeling unqualified for the 
position she has been prompted to step out in faith because 
God has brought Scripture to bear on her mind as she has 
prayed. Her reliance will be on God to guide and direct 
her (and all the Board members) as they work together to 
expand the Melanesia ministry and bring greater blessings 
to all the women involved. 

Please keep Joan in your prayers as she steps into this role!

Edited 
from notes written by Joan for her first ANMB meeting

CWCI Australia is excited to announce we 
have launched our Facebook page!

Search for CWCI Australia, 
or click on the link in our website to like & follow us, 

and stay up to date with news and posts! 

Our KYB group really enjoyed studying Genesis 25–36 and 
were continually encouraged by God’s faithfulness to his 
covenant promises and his undeserved grace to Jacob — and 
to us as well. We saw God’s sovereignty at work on a national 
and big picture level which was so timely to the environment 
in which we are living. To know that God wants to bless us, 
despite our failings gives us much to thank him for. 

— Wynyard KYB Group
 

We have been saddened by the way the children repeated 
the mistakes of their parents. They never seemed to learn 
from the past. And we were astounded that God continued 
to love, watch over and care for them despite their behaviour. 
However, we were also reminded that God continues to love 
and care for us despite our behaviour and repeated mistakes. 
His never-ending love and grace to us is truly amazing. 

— Penguin KYB Group

Despite the continuing sinfulness of human beings, the Lord 
God Almighty continues to faithfully fulfil his purposes and 
plans, and he can be trusted implicitly. 

— Margaret, KYB Group member

What our KYB groups learned 

2020 AGM postponed
This is a notice that the 

Annual General Meeting
 

for the 2019 financial year has been  
postponed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

The AGM was originally advertised for 21 May, 2020.

National Management Board have applied  
for a 12 month postponement.  

The new date will be advised  
in Bond and on our website.
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Godliness & salvation:
Letters of Peter

The Apostle Peter, who once 
famously denied Jesus, had now 
become a courageous, influential 
leader in the early church. The 
believers in the first century were 
facing both physical and spiritual 
dangers in persecution and false 
teaching. In light of this reality, 
how should they live as believers? 
What assurance did they have in 
Christ? What truths did they need 
to hold on to at all costs?

So, Peter writes to the early 
believers. He offers answers to 
these questions so believers can 
be certain their faith has a firm 
foundation in the truth.

Of course, we today also face 
similar trials of persecution and 
the dangers of false teaching. We 
too want to know the answers to 
these questions. 

Peter’s letters hold timeless 
truths that will encourage and  
challenge us — and above all 
spur us on to godliness and living 
holy lives with joy.

What a Pilot group thought:
“Very appropriate to what is 
happening in churches today as 
we are closer than ever to the 
‘last days’.  We were encouraged 
to be alert for false teaching and 
those who fail to produce the 
fruit expected from leaders in 
the church, as well as making 
sure we are walking in the truth.”

— Pilot Group, Western Region

This KYB study was produced 
from notes written by Rosemary 
Bardsley. It will be available in 
Term 4, 2020.

Term 4 KYB

Know Your Bible

Godliness and salvation 
Letters of Peter     

Prepared from notes written by Rosemary Bardsley

Throughout 2019 we continued to see God’s 
goodness and provision for the work of 
CWCI Australia in all its various ministries. 
As ever, he continues working through the 
on-going faithful generosity and prayer of 
women who have known the blessings and 
grace of his love. 

National Management Board sincerely 
thanks the many women who continue to 
faithfully donate towards our Ministries. This 
generosity continues to sustain both the Jean 
Raddon and Alice Chambers funds, as well as 
the National Safari work throughout Australia. 
We have also been blessed with donations 
towards the expansion of the ministry into 
the Melanesian areas, including the provision 
of KYB studies on MegaVoice units. These are 
a vital component of our work in the many 
places where opportunities for learning are 
limited especially for women.

As anticipated last year, the KYB Open 
Choice for Term 2 2019 resulted in an overall 
decrease in our stock levels but is the 
contributing factor to the deficit this year of 
just over $7,000. Whilst this is disappointing, 
National Management Board had factored 
a deficit in its budgeting for the year ended 

Money matters

31 December 2019. We continue in our 
endeavours to reduce expenditure without 
affecting the various ministries.

In addition to forwarding donations 
received specifically for International Board, 
CWCI Australia has paid International Board 
tithes and royalties of over $74,800 for the 
2019 year. We appreciate the work of the 
International Board in continuing to produce 
KYB studies of consistently high quality.

Taking into consideration the current 
economic conditions, National Management 
Board has made the decision not to increase 
the cost of KYB Books for the coming year. It 
is hoped that keeping the book cost at this 
level encourages all women to continue to 
study God’s word particularly in the face of 
uncertain times ahead. 

The Board recognises its responsibility 
to maintain our ageing Head Office Building 
and continues to undertake maintenance 
work as necessary. The Board continues to 
be in prayer for the ongoing future use of 
this building.

Nancy Launchbury
Finance Director, CWCI Australia

Finance Director’s report
“Though him (Jesus) then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” (Hebrews 13:15–16)

We’re excited to launch our 
Safari Podcast series! 

Tune in to our podcasts  
of encouraging messages from  

our Safari Speakers on our blog at 
cwciaus.org.au

or on our Facebook page 
@CWCIAustralia
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Email asoho@cwciaus.org.au 
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Editor Linda Lawson
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Producer Hannah Paduch
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Bond is the newsletter of CWCI (Christian Women Communicating International) Australia — produced quarterly PP1000014149.

Selah
You’ve probably come across this little word before. It is 
scattered at intervals throughout some of the psalms and 
is usually not translated into English. The main reason for 
this is that no one is exactly sure what it means! However, 
remembering that the Psalms are the hymnbook of the Old 
Testament, I think the most probable meaning is that it is an 
interlude — an instruction to take a short break and meditate 
on what has just been sung. Pause and think more deeply about 
God. Take what I like to call a ‘Selah Moment’.

Psalm 46 is believed to have been written after God 
delivered Jerusalem from King Sennacherib and the Assyrians 
during the reign of King Hezekiah. You may remember the story 
from your KYB study Kings of Judah: 2 Chronicles 10–36 last year. 
In response to Hezekiah’s prayer, the Lord sends an angel to 
annihilate all the Assyrians who were surrounding Jerusalem, 
ready to attack God’s people.

Hundreds of years ago God saved his people from what 
looked like an unbeatable foe; and this same God is our refuge 
and strength today. So Psalm 46:1–4 begins:

“God is our refuge and strength,
 an ever-present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way
 and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea
though its waters roar and foam
 and the mountains quake with their surging.”   Selah 

God is our dependable place of safety — our secure 
stronghold when everything familiar seems to be changing 
and slipping way. God isn’t missing in action; he is right here to 

SelahSelah moments moments

help us in our time of trouble. He is the one who gives us the 
strength to keep going; he is the one who enables us to live 
without fear in the midst of all the uncertainties we face. 

Why not take a ‘Selah Moment’ and meditate on these verses? 
Then, as you read through the rest of the psalm, see how God’s 
sovereignty and mighty power is shown again and again. Until 
we come to verses 10–11 where the Lord himself says:

“He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God;
 I will be exalted among the nations,
 I will be exalted in the earth.’
The Lord Almighty is with us;
 the God of Jacob is our fortress.”  Selah 

God is the Lord Almighty. The same God who took care of 
Jacob so long ago is with us, right here, right now. He is our 
strong Protector. Why not take another ‘Selah Moment’ as you 
contemplate these verses?

But don’t stop there. In the midst of the extraordinary global, 
national and personal changes we are experiencing this year, 
let’s remember as we read and study God’s word, to keep taking 
‘Selah Moments’. Be still and know that our God is God indeed.

Chris Keith
ANMB Vice-President Prayer

Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV®

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. TM

Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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