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What does a National Safari Director 
do when travel around the country has 
been disrupted by a virus and all safaris 
cancelled? She organises a driving 
safari for the South-East and Goldfields 
regions of Western Australia. 

As Kathy Sinclair and I set out from 
the Perth metro area on Fathers’ Day 
the heavens opened and some much-
needed rain fell in the Wheatbelt where 
we were headed. God’s blessings were 
to be both physical as well as spiritual.

Kathy’s messages were based on the 
theme of Hope in Difficult Times. While 
numbers varied from eight (plus four 
young children) to 70, each message 
seemed to fit perfectly — after most 
meetings one or two mentioned that they 

“needed to hear that” or asked for prayer. 

reading had been Mark 5, on which 
Kathy’s message was based. Kathy had 
also shared, publicly for the first time, 
the story of her mother coming to know 
the Lord through the same passage. At 
the Coffee & Calories meeting the next 
morning one lady joyously told us that 
after being prayed for the previous 
night, she’d had the best night’s sleep 
since a recent cancer diagnosis.

The next day we held an evening 
meeting in Kalgoorlie, attended by ladies 
of many different nationalities. Many 
were visiting family or were on holidays. 
Kathy spoke on the story of Esther, 
encouraging us to step into our destiny 
with wisdom and discretion and the 
support of others, even when it can be 
dangerous to mention the Lord’s name. 

There was interest from ladies in at least 
four places about starting KYB groups,  
so please pray that they will have women 
eager to study the Bible with them!

In Jerramungup the ladies, some 
with young children, had travelled quite 
a distance from all directions to meet 
together and be fed the word of God 
and a delicious lunch. The story of Jonah 
encouraged one lady as she and her 
husband feel called to live near ‘Nineveh.’ 
We stopped in Ravensthorpe to check 
out their Wildflower Festival — a delight 
to see so many beautiful flowers we 
could not have seen from the car. 

About 70 came to the Soup & Supper 
evening the next night in Esperance. 
Some women from Teen Challenge 
mentioned that their morning Bible 

Continued on page 4

Meeting in Northam, WA
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A feast at Talwood

Inspiring us to grow in Christ by Zoom 

Child safe and child friendly!

It was with excitement that Tropical Regional Board (TRB) of 
CWCI planned our first ever online convention. Nothing can 
replace meeting together and sharing fellowship in person 
because God made us to do that, but, in this year of cancelled 
conventions and safaris, we longed to bring encouragement to 
our sisters in Christ, in whatever way we could.

Many of us have learned to use technology in ways we have 
never done before and so we hoped that ladies would find 
a way to join us via Zoom, as Robyn Hair, CWCI Speaker and 
immediate past Chair of TRB, shared with us encouragement 
from God’s word. The response was so exciting, as emails 
came in, not only from our region, which covers the north of 
Queensland and the Northern Territory, but from other parts 
of QLD, as well as New South Wales and Victoria. It seemed 
that ladies were hungry to learn more from God’s Word and to 
fellowship together, in whatever way was possible.

On the morning of 15th August, we watched as faces 
appeared on the screen, full of anticipation. What a joy it was 
to hear friends greet one another, who had been separated by 
time and place, but were able to reconnect in this way! Some 
joined from their home, as individuals and some gathered 
in homes and church buildings, to share fellowship, with 
appropriate distancing, of course.

What inspiring messages Robyn brought to us, entitled ‘Just 
turn up’ and ‘Be all in’. We learned, from Ezekiel, how we must 
wade into all that God has for us, until we are out of our depth, 

so that He can truly use us in His service. Only then will our 
calling as Christians be fulfilled. What a challenge! We are so 
grateful to Robyn, for her willingness to be our speaker and to 
bring to us what God wanted us to hear. Recordings of her two 
messages are available on the Tropical Region Facebook page.

After each session, we broke into small discussion groups, 
using the ‘breakout room’ facility. There were discussion topics, 
given by Robyn, to help us delve deeper into how the messages 
might be applied to our daily lives. Robyn visited each of the 
11 rooms in turn, to answer questions and encourage. As is 
traditional, there was a short break for morning tea, when 
many ladies continued to chat to friends, new and old, in their 
‘virtual’ rooms.

Feedback: ‘A big thank-you for all your hard efforts in order 
to successfully launch the first virtual KYB conference. Thank-
you also for generously allowing our state to participate.  It 
was very exciting to find connections in the breakaway rooms 
coupled with being reminded of the importance of focusing 
on our God (just turn up!) and our responsibility (be all in!) to 
continue in his work in our world.’

‘Thank you Sue for all the efforts of you and your team, 
especially to Robyn who gave a very thought provoking message. 
We were blessed and learnt some new communication skills.’

Conference organisers
Tropical Regional Board

CWCI Australia is committed to providing a child safe and child 
friendly environment in all areas of ministry, including Know 
Your Bible (KYB), Events and Safaris, where adjunct childcare is 
offered. CWCI Australia’s National Management Board (NMB) 
has recently approved a Child Safety Policy. The policy is 
based on the ChildSafe SP3 System™ and adapted to suit CWCI 
Australia’s needs. 

The ChildSafe SP3 System™

No-one is accountable to themselves when it comes  
to the care of children — everyone is accountable 

to someone else. 

Our Child Safety Policy will be managed from CWCI 
Australia’s Head Office. It will be implemented by regional 
boards across Australia from early 2021. NMB is currently 
working with all regional boards to inform them about the 
policy and upskill anyone appointed to care for children at 
CWCI Australia events. The Child Safety Regional Coordinator, 
appointed in each region, will assist those who care for 
children to manage care appropriately. 

Chris Mill, our Office Administrator at Head Office has been 
appointed by NMB to be the Child Safety National Coordinator 
and Risk Management Officer. 

If you have any questions regarding Child Safety Management, 
please contact Head Office by email: asoho@cwciaus.org.au 
or phone: (02) 9740 6355.

Child Safety Subcommittee
NMB, CWCI Australia
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Because our KYB group is not yet meeting physically, our leader kindly 
did the rounds delivering our Term 3 books … with just one hiccup. 
She misread No. 71 and put the book into No. 17’s letterbox. God has 
an amazing way of using our mistakes for good! When she went to 
collect her post, No. 17 was thrilled to find a Bible study called Faith 
and perseverance under pressure, which she assumed someone from her 
church had left, aware that her current situation was putting her under 
a great deal of pressure. 

There was an amusing exchange of text messages along the lines of 
“Don’t worry about the payment; I know where you live.” And then came the 
reply: “You obviously don’t know where I live, because there’s no book in 
the letterbox.” Finally, our leader realised her error. So No. 71 walked up 
the street, intending to raid No.17’s letterbox. On arrival, she realised 
that she knew No.17, and also that the book had already been removed. 
She knocked on the door and explained the mistake, but No.17 was so 
disappointed that No.71 hadn’t the heart to take the book away. She 
would have to get another copy.

That wasn’t the end of the story, however. A few days later No.71 
received a note, which read: “Thank you for your generosity in allowing 
me to keep the new KYB book. Looks GREAT! When speaking to my sister, I 
mentioned the funny saga and she expressed interest in joining the group 
with the Zoom setup.”

We now have a new, and very welcome, group member. Praise God!

Cecily Jackson
Blaxland KYB

Devotional cornerBlunder to blessing
In time of lockdown
Every Sunday morning, I travel to see my mother 
in law who lives behind my church and we 
watch the service together. So, it was two weeks 
ago, that I left her and went to sit in the church 
fountain garden. But someone was already there, 
enjoying the sunshine, so I thought I would sit on 
a seat outside the church gate for a few moments. 
And then I saw it. A stone cross, in the pavement! 
I had never noticed it before. I snapped a picture 
of it and then sat down and saw that my shadow 
was upon it. 

And I continued to muse on my shadow on the 
cross and that God had wanted me to see it. The 
past week had been filled with great uncertainty 
after my suburb was labelled a COVID-19 hotspot. 
My heart had been fearful. And now on the Lord’s 
Day, his Son’s cross had popped out suddenly, 
reminding me again to put my hope in God. 

When I returned home, I found solace in 
these verses from Paul’s opening address to the 
Corinthians: “… as you eagerly wait for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep 
you firm to the end,” (1 Corinthians 1:8–9).

 Paul shares in this passage that God gifts to 
his people grace in Jesus. It is Jesus who enriches, 
and gives speech and understanding so that we 
will not lack any good gift! (1:5–7) 

On that day, when my eyes saw the cross 
on the pavement, it was his gift of grace and 
kindness to me. God the Father reminded me to 
look at his son. 

 Why is this hope in God greater than any 
news that I read or hear? Because God is faithful 
to those who belong to him. Paul says: “God is 
faithful, who has called you into fellowship with 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1:9).

So, the cross on the pavement, a little moment 
in my day, will help to sustain me in the days 
ahead. May you be encouraged this day to see 
again and feel the grace of God to us in Jesus. He 
is faithful!

Jo Pope
Vice Chairman (Prayer), SERB

A gift that lasts
Your gift to CWCI Australia makes a lasting impact, helping  

others grow in Christ through sharing the Bible. If you would like 
to honour a loved one in memoriam, or leave a bequest in your 

will, our helpful Head Office staff will gladly assist you.

Wishing  Wishing  
you a  blessed you a  blessed 
Christmas  and Christmas  and 
much happiness   much happiness   
in 2021  in 2021  

Summer 2020

Love, NMBLove, NMB
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Continued from page 1
After our Saturday afternoon meeting and church on 

Sunday in Coolgardie we decided to spend part of our rest 
day exploring some of the lovely old buildings. Then it was 
on to Southern Cross, where we were invited for ‘a cuppa’ 
with one of the local ladies. We were able to encourage her 
as we shared about the various CWCI ministries.

According to my Dad, everyone is going to Mukinbudin 
(since they can’t travel interstate) so we were just following 
the crowd. A short drive then took us on to Merredin. From 
there, our second last day was in Narembeen, where we 
stayed on a farm owned by the son of a CWCI Speaker I had 
hosted in Narrogin in the late 1990s. Lucy, our contact for 
our last meeting in Northam had been at the Esperance 
meetings and organised a few questions for us to answer 
about the work of CWCI and our time on safari to add 
something a little different. 

Leaving with some home-grown veggies and some other 
goodies, our hearts were full, knowing that the Lord had truly 
watched over us during our time on the road. We count it a 
privilege and a blessing to have been able to meet so many 
lovely sisters in the Lord who had shared their time, stories 
and, in some cases, their homes with us. May the Lord 
continue to bless those who heard his word and may the 
seeds sown in hearts grow to cause a harvest in the future.

Stephanie Mitchell
2020 Safari Leader South-Eastern Wheatbelt & Goldfields

cwciaus.org.au

Prepared by God
Have you ever experienced a time in your life when God prepared 
you for a great challenge; equipping you for a difficult time; 
reminding you of his enabling presence and great promises to 
help you and be with you no matter what may come your way?

I can look back to such a time in my life that proved the reality of 
God to meet me in my need; his abiding presence; the assurance 
of heaven. The experience was extremely painful. If I had known 
what would happen, I would have cried out to God, “No, I can’t 
handle that!” But it deepened my faith and trust in God and proved 
that God’s promises are trustworthy and sure — I thank God for 
taking me on such a painful journey for the lessons I learned.

In 1983 I was leading a KYB study on Mark’s Gospel. Chapter 
after chapter, story after story Jesus met men, women and 
children in their need. Throughout the study I was telling the 
women in my group that Jesus can meet us in our need now just 
as he met the needs of people then. Mark is full of Jesus’ acts 
of healing, raising the dead, restoring sight, providing food and 
calming the sea. One of the last questions from the study was, 
Are you prepared to suffer for Jesus? I remember answering, “I 
know it all in my head, Lord, but when the time comes to suffer, will 
I be faithful to you?”

One week later, on December 18, my eight-year old son, Justin 
Mark was lying in Westmead hospital on a life-support machine 
after being hit by a car riding his bike.

Had God prepared me? Yes. “Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 
even though they die” (John 11:25). God’s Spirit came alongside 
me that day. His words flooded my heart, “I am here, I will get you 
through this. Trust me”.

The next day my husband and I made the hard decision to 
turn off Justin’s life-support machine. He died. 

Earlier that year Justin had trusted in the Lord as his Saviour 
while he was at a camp run by Christian Youth Camps (CYC) at 
Mount Victoria. God assured me through his word that Justin was 

“with Christ, which is better by far” (Philippians 1:23) and that 
one day we would “live together with [Christ]” (1 Thessalonians 
5:10). God’s word sustained me through that time. It still does. The 
following year we welcomed our third daughter, Jane Elizabeth. 
Jane is now grown up and working full-time with Power to 
Change, making a difference in the lives of many young people at 
universities and equipping them to share their faith. God works in 
mysterious ways to bring about his purposes.

That’s why I love KYB studies. God met me in my need back 
in 1983 and continues to do so in 2020. He is a faithful God who 
lovingly prepares us for those difficult times in our lives and 
sustains us through them. Trust him, he is worthy!

Sue Mayhew
Harbour KYB

Safari in unusual...

Lunch meeting in Narembeen

Meeting in Katanning

Hope in Esperance: Stephanie (L) and Kathy (R) 
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I would like to share with you how we, as a KYB Regional Executive, train and 
challenge our local ladies to lead and share the Bible with others. The trip 
we did needed a six hour drive by truck from Honiara to Lumbasa in East 
Guadalcanal. A total of 40 women participated. The theme for our three day 
training session was: “How Sweet Are Thy Words to My Taste.”

Unity Kuba (the KYB Trainer) and Lucy Wanofafia had worked out the 
structure of the training. At 6pm on the night we arrived, we began with an 
opening ceremony, led by Lucy. She challenged the ladies with her talk titled 

“Why study the Bible” and concluded with a united prayer.
The training was well organised. The opening and closing remarks were 

given by the chief elder of the South Seas Evangelical Church. There was a good 
time of discussion with opportunities to ask questions concerning the KYB 
study. Later, we divided the women into pairs so they could pray for each other.

During devotions we had a powerful message for all who attended. The first 
day’s topic was ‘The Power of Prayer’ and the second day ‘Martha and Mary — 
Priorities’. On Sunday Unity shared from Psalm 119:105. All the women were 
blessed and encouraged to keep following Jesus on the Christian journey.

Lucy Fanofafia helped to teach some of the basic skills to the women, such 
as cooking and floral art in the afternoon while Unity helped teach them to 
cook using a ground stove. All the women were blessed with the delicious 
foods they produced and the bright looking floral crafts in the church building.

There was also an incident during one of our sessions when we heard 
someone was very ill. We prayed for him and he was healed. It was a miracle 
that helps encourage all women to grow in their faith in Jesus Christ.

We travelled back to Honiara later in the afternoon, grateful that God had 
given us the strength to travel and share and teach over these three days. 
Our theme, “How sweet are Thy words to my taste” proved a blessing to us all 
and may God be given all the glory.
There are a few challenges that Unity would like to share.
• Women need more time to sit down and become familiar with the KYB  
  Study Books, because the method is new to them and the skills of  
  studying from books using the question and answer style needs much  
  group discussion.
• We have difficulties in financing KYB training but we are grateful that God  
  has always provided.
• Weather is an obstacle in all our travelling in the Guadalcanal plains. Storms  
  and heavy rains mean rivers will be flooded and roads blocked. But we  
  count it all joy when seeing the women hunger for the word of God.

We are thankful for all who pray for us and the support from our families 
and friends in CWCI Australia as we carry out these workshops. We are happy 
to report that we completed the KYB training successfully. We also say a big 
thank you to the Guadalcanal Region for allowing us this opportunity to seek 
to meet the needs of the Guadalcanal women. 

Unity Kuba
Excerpt of a report to the Solomon Islands KYB Regional Executive

KYB training in the Solomon Islands
Vanuatu ladies: Cindy is in blue on the far rightVanuatu ladies: Cindy is in blue on the far right

Discussions with women in Lumbasa

Travelling to Lumbasa in a Land CruiserWomen displaying their completed floral art

Lumbasa women’s leadership team & Unity

A pastor joining the group discussion

Unity teaches cooking with a ground stove
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Tribute to faithfulness KYB Term 2: Nehemiah

Upcoming T2 KYB: Daniel

Beth (grey coat) & friends

Beth has been pondering these verses as she packs up her 
home in Toowoomba. Now in her 88th year, she is moving 
to a Retirement Village in Ipswich close to her family.

Beth’s introduction to KYB was around 1972 when she 
and her late husband Graham lived on a property Turana 
near Meandarra in South-West Queensland. Jean Raddon 
was speaking at the KYB Safari at Tara 50kms away. When 
her husband passed away in 1977 Beth took a year to 
sell the property during an ongoing drought. She moved 
with her four children to Toowoomba. She started going 
to a KYB group meeting around the corner at the Uniting 
Church. Over the years Beth was an active member of the 
CWCI committee and later joined another ladies’ Bible 
study at St. John’s Presbyterian, where she and Faye Lyons 
encouraged the ladies to do KYB studies.

I met Beth when I moved from the Blue Mountains in 2002. 
Beth has been a faithful friend, encourager and a practical 
help to many people. Beth will be missed by the KYB group 
and we pray for God’s blessing in her move to Ipswich. 

Janette Hunt
KYB Area Coordinator, Sunshine Region

Know Your Bible

Kings and kingdoms 
The Book of Daniel

Prepared from notes written by Beth Worley

1497131_CWCI Covers for Term 2-2021-Daniel -study book-1020-FA.indd   11497131_CWCI Covers for Term 2-2021-Daniel -study book-1020-FA.indd   1 4/11/20   9:13 am4/11/20   9:13 am

Our KYB study for 2021 Term 2 is Daniel: 
Kings and kingdoms, based on notes 
written by Beth Worley. 

In the 6th century BC, God’s people 
are under his judgement in exile. You 
may know some of the stories — Daniel 
in the lions’ den, or the fiery furnace. 
But the message of Daniel goes much 
deeper. Prepare to be challenged by 
just how powerful our God is. He is not 
defeated by kings or armies or world 
events. While human kingdoms rise and 
fall, he is the sovereign God of heaven 
who rules eternally!

What did our pilot groups think?

• The wonder, splendour and character of our  
 Mighty God is revealed so clearly in this study of  
 Daniel, a must for all who love to study God’s word.  
 I have thoroughly enjoyed it. It is one of the best  
 KYB studies so far. I highly recommended it.  

— Heather

• I have been challenged, encouraged and  
 surprised through the Daniel study. The accuracy  
 with which God revealed the future to Daniel is  
 incredible. Daniel was a book I did not understand  
 before but I have learnt so much through doing  
 the study.     — Renae

What has studying Nehemiah meant to you? 

Amy: Studying Nehemiah taught me to be more faithful and more 
trusting in God. Nehemiah was a man of great faithfulness and 
fairness who always trusted and prayed to God. 

Carolyn: It has so encouraged me that prayer is the foundation of 
my relationship with God — as I seek him for my every need. 

Roma: I was amazed at Nehemiah’s unswerving faithfulness to 
God. He was a man of great integrity and strength of character, 
caring little about his popularity with people. His driving force was 
to please God. If only I could be like Nehemiah.

Sue: Absolutely anything is possible with God! Nehemiah faced 
a really overwhelming task — often against opposition, but he 
remained passionate and persistent. His character is inspiring. I 
am going to strive to develop some of Nehemiah’s qualities (except 
the hair-pulling ability!).

Chris: Nehemiah did his best to make God’s people safe, strong, 
and secure, leading them to be pure, worshipful and obedient. 
As a KYB Leader, my desire is also to passionately lead and teach 
with integrity and humility, and to keep directing my women to 
God, so they continue in obedience to God’s word and purposes. 

‘Remember me with favour, God, as I serve you in this ordained calling.’

KYB Group in Bridgeman, Sunshine Region
Answers to the final question of the Nehemiah study 

 “A season for every activity   
 under the heavens” Ecclesiastes 3:1
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Want to know more about KYBC?

To find out more, or to link up with KYBC  
as a student or Tutor, simply contact our Head Office

(02) 9740 6355    asoho@cwciaus.org.au

Zoom
Zoom 
Zoom

KYB, corresponding! Leadership matters
The concept of KYB by Correspondence (KYBC) as a way of 
communicating is as old as writing itself — be that in pictures, 
hieroglyphs, or one of thousands of languages with alphabets.

When the Know Your Bible method was first envisaged as a 
way of ladies gathering together to learn and encourage one 
another it was a group event, usually once a week. As it became 
more widely used it became obvious that it was also a method 
which was ideal for ladies, who, for any number of reasons were 
unable to attend a group. Thus KYBC became a much loved 
feature of the ministry. In the beginning it was done by post. The 
studies came in the same book format as used by KYB group 
attendees. Each KYBC student worked at their own pace with a 
Tutor, who received the student’s answers and shared the study 
with them — their own personal KYB Leader! 

Modern technology, however, now means that there are a 
variety of ways that the student engages with her Tutor. The 
answers can be emailed to her or written on a separate sheet of 
paper and posted. Or they can opt for a face to face discussion 
with a tutor via Zoom, Skype, Messenger, etc. This also means 
that KYBC can be used as a temporary way of doing a study if a 
group is unable to meet face to face because of the restrictions 
some live under due to COVID-19 regulation.

Request for new Tutors:
KYBC is looking for ladies who have a clear calling from the Lord 
to join our team of KYBC Tutors. KYBC tutoring is a specialised 
ministry and requires ladies with thorough Biblical knowledge 
and an ability to communicate Biblical truths clearly on a one-
to-one basis with a caring and supportive attitude. Computer 
skills are preferable as most of our applicants request email 
correspondence studies.

Spiritual anointing
“Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm 
in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership 
on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.” (2 Corinthians 1:21–22)

An effective leader must be Spirit-led and aware of the 
spiritual anointing of the Holy Spirit, conferred upon 
them by God himself. Anointing expresses the sanctifying 
influences of the Holy Spirit on Christians who are priests 
and kings unto a holy God. His anointing is vital to guide 
and empower those who lead. Ministry should always 
be regarded as a partnership with God. He gives us our 
part to do and we must depend on him to do his part. In 
leadership it is easy to get things wrong when we rely on 
a human perspective rather than on God himself. 

In Ephesians 3 Paul prays for his followers asking for 
them to be empowered with inner strength through 
the Spirit of God so that they can be led into a deeper 
experience with him. This will result in them being filled 
with the fullness of God so he can accomplish his work 
through them. In the next chapter he urges them to 
live a life that is worthy of their calling so that they are 
equipped to serve others in the body of Christ. 

So, it would seem that an effective leader should 
never trust in their abilities while remaining aware and 
thankful to God that these are his gifts to them. Rather 
they should always seek him first in all they do. Above 
all, they should have that awareness of the Holy Spirit’s 
anointing on their lives. Then they will know they are in 
the centre of his will and purposes for their ministry. 

Robyn Sansbury
Development Director, CWCI Australia

Margaret Colebrook, a KYBC student for almost 20 yearsMargaret Colebrook, a KYBC student for almost 20 years

What our KYBC students are saying: 
Diane: A wonderful way to learn Bible truths and applications one-
on-one. My Tutor is like having my own personal mentor — always 
prompt, encouraging and helpful.

Eugenie: Every student has a mature Christian Tutor to guide them 
as they learn God’s word for a better grasp of God’s will. The student 
and the Tutor share learning experiences and spiritual inspirations, 
to encourage and pray for each other.

Kerryn: KYBC has allowed me the flexibility to do the studies in my 
own time! I highly recommend it to anyone looking for a completely 
different, totally unique & alternative way to study God’s word.

Elizabeth: A structured Bible study I could do at home or travelling. I 
like how the questions are set out in days with review notes at the end 
of the week. I enjoy having a Tutor who can share her thoughts with me.
Summer 2020
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“The world has changed — God has not!”
Even though I knew it was true, the statement struck me with 
renewed force when I heard it recently. And as I thought about 
all the immense difficulties we have faced in recent times: all 
the fires, floods, droughts and disease, I was reminded of a 
song of lament found in the Bible — Psalm 102. 

We are not told who wrote this song and there are varying 
opinions about when it was written. However, the description at 
the beginning tells us it is “A prayer of an afflicted person who has 
grown weak and pours out a lament before the Lord.” Overwhelmed 
by the changes and troubles he faces, he looks to someone who 
will ease his misery. Someone dependable. Someone who will 
bring comfort. So he cries out to God in prayer. 

“Hear my prayer, Lord; let my cry for help come to you. Do 
not hide your face from me when I am in distress. Turn 
your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly” (102:1–2)
The next verses describe the depths of this man’s suffering: 

the agony of physical pain, the anguish of persecution and 
the heartbreak of feeling utterly alone. Then, finally, we see 
these dark clouds beginning to part and a shaft of light shining 
through — heralded by that wonderful word: ‘But’.

“But you, Lord, sit enthroned forever; your renown  
  endures through all generations” (v 12) 

The Lord sits enthroned forever! He does not change. Despite 
all the changes that are happening in the world, God is still 
on the throne and he is in control. By verse 25 the psalmist 
has thoroughly embraced the creative power and the eternal 
changelessness of the Lord who endures through all generations. 
This lament becomes a song of praise and affirmation.

“In the beginning, you laid the foundations of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but 

you remain; they will all wear out like a garment ... But you 
remain the same, and your years will never end” (vv 25–27)
This psalm always reminds me of a time years ago, when in 

a situation of great distress, all I could manage to do was to cry 
out to God for help. And I remember how tenderly my heavenly 
Father assured me by his word that he was in control. I was his 
beloved child and I could rest secure in him. So in response to 
this assurance, I penned my own song of praise and affirmation.

I am resting secure in Jesus, he has made me his own by grace.
For he purchased my pardon and freedom on the cross when  
 he took my place.
He tells me his yoke is easy and his burden is light to bear; 
So I trust in his infinite goodness and his tender and faithful care.

My life is now hidden with Jesus; I am safe with my Lord above; 
Though the storms of this world may be raging, I am held in his  
 arms of love.
He tells me his yoke is easy and his burden is light for me.
O what joy to be his forever — secure for eternity!    © CK 2009

Turmoil and change may abound, but we can keep trusting 
the one who is trustworthy, the one who is enthroned forever.

Chris Keith
ANMB Vice-President Prayer
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