
ISSUE NO. 64

Journeys 
I enjoy driving, but the middle of 
Birmingham is NOT a favourite 
route!  SATNAV helps, but isn’t 
always reliable. I recently came 
across this headline: ‘SAT-NAVS 
HIT A DEAD END - truckers who 
set their sat-navs to take them to 
a steelworks, are ending up at a 
crematorium .’

It is very useful on unfamiliar 
journeys, but sometimes we have to 
decide whether or not to follow it.

This got me thinking about different 
journeys we make, to work, 
shopping or visiting family and 
friends. Holidays can need careful 
planning, travelling somewhere 
new. 

Here are just four significant 
journeys made by bible characters  
– I’m sure you can think of many 
more.

‘Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go 
from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you.” …So Abram 
went as the Lord had told him…’ 
Genesis 12.1&4.

Note that it was God telling him 
to go and he obeyed, without 
knowing where he was heading. 

Contrast this with Jonah, also called 
by God. “Now the word of the Lord 
came to Jonah the son of Amitai, 
saying,”Arise, go to Ninevah, that 
great city, and call out against it for 
their evil has come up before me. But 
Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from 
the presence of the Lord.” Jonah 1.1-3

Far from following these directions, 
Jonah headed the opposite way, 
“…away from the presence of the 
Lord.” Jonah 1.3b Are we like that 
sometimes? Jonah fled because he 
was angry with God for being, “…a 
gracious God and merciful, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relenting from disaster.” 
Jonah 4.2b

He knew God would show mercy 
to the Ninevites and did not want 
Him to, feeling they deserved 
punishment. We too can harbour 
unforgiveness and try to justify 
ourselves, but with unforgiveness 
in our hearts, we hurt ourselves 
more than anyone. Colossians 3.13b 
tells us, ‘Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.’  Because they repented and 
turned back to him, God did forgive 
the people of Ninevah, just as He is 
always ready to forgive us.

Next, let’s consider Elijah, a prophet 
used greatly by God, on a journey 
described in 1 Kings 18. Following 
the great victory over the prophets 
of Baal came a huge low, with Elijah 
fearful and discouraged, walking 
out into the desert where he 
wanted to die.  Where was God? 
Right there with him! He cared for 
him physically, sending an angel 
to feed him. Then God twice 
asked Elijah, ‘What are you doing 
here Elijah?’ 1 Kings 19.9b &12b. 
Sometimes we may need to stop 
and ask this of ourselves before God. 
We may feel weary, downhearted or 
discouraged, needing to take time 
to refocus. 

1 Kings 19 .11-13 tells us God met 
Elijah, not in the powerful wind, 

or earthquake or fire but in ‘…the 
gentle whisper.’ Yes, God is powerful 
and mighty, but sometimes we 
need His ‘gentle whisper’ of 
restoration, and can trust He knows 
what we need and when.

Our final traveller is Saul, on the 
road from Jerusalem to Damascus, 
‘… breathing out murderous threats 
against the Lord’s disciples’ Acts 9.1 
until God intervened. A life full of 
hatred and anger towards believers 
changed direction completely 
when he encountered Jesus. The 
apostle Paul suffered much on his 
many journeys, as he preached, 
established churches and wrote 
many letters to build faith.  

Despite constant hardship, Paul 
kept the faith. At the end of his life, 
he was able to say, ‘I have fought 
the good fight. I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Now 
there is in store for me, the crown of 
righteousness…’ 2 Tim 4.7-8a.

You may, like Paul, have a past of 
which you are ashamed or regret. 
Paul shows us a gracious God, slow 
to anger and abounding in love, 
who removed our guilt and shame 
at the cross. Each life journey is 
unique and will change direction at 
different times, but let’s remember 
God is faithful and promises never 
to leave or forsake us. Wherever we 
are on our journey, may we remain 
faithful to the end.

Tina Stevens 
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“How have things been for you?” 
and “What have you done through 
the lockdown?” are often asked of 
us as individuals. Recently, it was 
asked about Know Your Bible, by 
a lady who has loved attending 
Willersley Castle conference, but 
hadn’t heard anything about KYB 
recently, and was wondering if we 
were still here! The answer was: 
“Yes, we are!!”

It was lovely to tell her of our 
Bible groups around the country 
keeping in touch by whatever 
means we could to share 
scriptures, pray and support 
one another. Some groups have 
moved online to keep meeting 
for bible study and prayer. (Many 
of identify with Dee Devenish as 
we have grappled with Zoom and 
WhatsApp, well out of our comfort 
zones!) 

We are blessed with seven KYB 
Area or Regional Teams, who 
couldn’t organise their usual Day 
Conferences, but instead, some 
have taken the initiative to contact 
group leaders to encourage 
& support, send out a weekly 
devotion to individuals in their 
area, or even produce YouTube 
programmes to bless ladies across 
the country.

For the five of us on the National 
Leadership Team, it has been a 
useful and productive time. 
Without the busyness of 
conferences and other events 
to organise, publicise or support 
around the country, we have had 
time to set up the new website 
for enquirers and current KYB 

ladies to find out who we are 
and what’s going on. (Do grab a 
coffee and have a look at www.
knowyourbible.org.uk)

Our new President, Prayer 
Coordinator, Treasurer and 
Administrator had time and space 
to think about their roles and grow 
into them, while the five of us 
could “meet” online every couple 
of weeks and get to know one 
another better than we perhaps 
would have done pre-covid, with 2 
big main meetings a year. In those 
extra sessions we have shared our 
daily lives as things happened, 
praying continually for one 
another, although we can’t wait 
to meet in person in September, 
God willing!!!

We had plenty of time and energy 
to re-write policy documents 
and handbooks for NLT and Area 
Teams – the painstaking, time-
consuming job of updating and 
editing was perfect for those 
winter months when we weren’t 
able to go out!

It was also a great opportunity 
for acting on ideas – finding a 
group of Intercessors to lift up all 
the aspects of Know Your Bible in 
prayer; meeting with each Area 
Team online, sharing information 
& concerns; our most ambitious 
(and daunting!) was holding an 
online Area Team Forum to launch 
the new Handbook, with 20 of us 
from across the UK sharing our 
local situations, our successes and 
challenges, and of course, our 
hopes and desires for the future.

It was such a joyful session, with 
ground-breaking discussions, 
touching honesty and openness, 
and shared trust in God to see 
us through the disappointment of 
not being able to do certain things, 
into the knowledge that “he is 
able to do immeasurably more 
than all we can ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at 
work in us”. (Ephesians 3:20)

One blessing of the covid 
interruption to life as usual, is that 
it has made us look afresh at what 
we do and how and why we do it. 
Is God leading us into a new way 
of working that will produce an 
abundant crop for the future? We 
sense he IS! Alleluiah!

“See, I am doing a new thing! 
Now it springs up; do you not 
perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)

Nicky Dixon

What’s happening in KYB?
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As a child, I was a regular 
churchgoer but in recent years 
have attended less often, for 
Sunday services, anniversaries and 
church lunches.

As a silver surfer, I could manage 
email, Facebook, WhatsApp and 
texts on my phone ......oh but 
nothing too complicated, I’m 
still afraid of pressing the wrong 
button or breaking something!

Then came Covid and everything 
changed. YouTube church was 
available each Sunday with a 
friend sending the link for my 
tablet and another the link on 
WhatsApp and text on my mobile 
phone. Subsequently, I have ‘been 
to’ every service for the past 18 
months and in some ways prefer it. 

Then there is KYB, a weekly 
meeting I attended regularly in 
person, but with covid we were 
asked to attend by Zoom.  This 
WAS a new challenge and Sandra 
sent a link. I have managed it 
most weeks, though often have 

to be told to turn my microphone 
on, or occasionally, to start my 
video. Last week I had to leave 
the meeting before the end as I 
had an appointment but couldn’t 
find the right button to press on 
my mobile, so I was still at the 
meeting as I got in the taxi!  It has 
been challenging but rewarding 
to manage the technology with 
support from fellow members far 
more competent than I am.

What has it meant to my faith?

A considerable amount. I have 
been to church every Sunday 
for 18 months; I have been 
able to evangelise, which I find 
difficult, telling family and friends 
worldwide about the Sunday 
worship. I have been able to pray 
in a group, for friends in need, 
sharing mutual support, at each 
KYB Zoom. Friendships have 
deepened and I have felt a lot of 
love through our studies.   I have 
learned a lot, especially from the 
Old Testament studies, although 
it has proved quite challenging, 

juggling a tablet, study book and 
Bible, in order to look up a variety 
of biblical references.

I think I have grown in my faith, 
which strengthened me and 
helped me through the lockdowns. 
It has taken some effort to deal 
with the technology, but I know 
it has helped enormously through 
these challenging times. My 
experience is that a tablet is far 
easier to cope with than a laptop, 
though it helps to have a grandson 
or daughter-in-law for the odd 
emergency and to show me how 
to ‘clear off’(leave) or ‘reboot’!

I didn’t expect to embark on such 
a learning curve at 79, but I never 
felt alone and that has been a 
wonderful thing!

I hope that my experience might 
help and encourage others.

“To know even one life 
has breathed easier 
because you have lived;
This is to have 
succeeded.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Dee Devenish

A Silver Surfer
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It is good to share the way in 
which different groups go about 
inviting others to join, this is how 
they do it in Southport!

When the group comes to the 
end of a study, they are given 
printed invitation, produced 
on a member’s computer, with 
information about the next study, 
including the start and finish date, 
and contact details.  Each member 
of the group is encouraged to 
give a card to someone they think 
might be interested, pointing out 
that the commitment is just for 
a few weeks. The result of this 
initiative is that the original group 

has now grown to 
five groups, each 
with 9-12 ladies.  
The new ladies 
commit to only 
one study, but often 
after that they are 
so thrilled that they 
continue with the 
group. 

The beauty of this is 
that each group has the attitude 
that they should divide and 
multiply, so they are growing 
leaders and growing groups. Just 
think what could happen if we all 
worked in this way!

‘Therefore, as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourself with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each other…’ 
Colossians 3.12-13a

Our KYB groups are made up 
of people with varied views. 
Some are itching to “get back to 
normal” and have no concerns, 
whilst others are cautious about 
exposing themselves or others 
to “unnecessary risks”. Our aim 
should be to show the Christian 
attributes described above, in all 
our relationships.

What a good idea!

Meeting in person
Coming out of lockdown allows us to make personal 
choices which may be different from others in our 
groups. 

Some ways our groups can move forward:

1.  We have had to become used to wearing masks, 
hand sanitising, being socially distant and ensuring 
air flow by opening a window or door. Some of 
our ladies may feel safer keeping to some or all of 
these rules for a while. There may be some new 
government guidance and we suggest following 
this whilst being sensitive to your ladies’ feelings.

2.  To allay concerns about meeting with others, taking 
a Lateral Flow test before meeting together is a 
possibility. These are available free from Chemists 
or by post from the following link: https://www.
gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

3.  If someone in your group is still cautious about 
meeting physically, some or all could continue to 
meet online, (Zoom, Messenger Skype etc)

Enjoy your studies
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What is Zoom?

A free online video communication 
tool.

What do I need? 

1.  Internet connection (WiFi or 
mobile data)

2.  Computer or laptop, tablet or 
smartphone

3.  To download the app.  Google 
Play Store for other devices  
App Store for iPhone or iPad

4.  An invitation to join an online 
session 

 
Step 1: Click your invite link 
(underlined)

You may receive this by text (eg on 
WhatsApp) or email.

Just click on the link below to join 
the session.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82164
001284?pwd=bStSTHJyQ092UG15
VWlYWFNmalVyQT09

Meeting ID: 821 6400 1284
Passcode: 924233

 

Step 2: Install Zoom

Already have Zoom installed? Go 
to step 3. or Go to the Google Play 
or App Store to install it.

When you click on your first invite 
link, it will initiate download.

 
Step 3: Join the meeting

Option A: Click the link (see step1) 
to jump straight to the meeting. 
Create your username and click 
“Join Meeting.”

Option B:  Open the Zoom app. 
Join Meeting
Enter Meeting ID (see example 
in step 1)
Create username
If asked, enter password (see 
example in step 1) otherwise you 
will have joined the meeting

 
What happens now? 

Sound & Video! When prompted, 
turn on your audio to hear others 
in the session and for them to 
hear you.

If it says “Join with audio click YES 
” or it may say  “wifi audio”.

If it says “Join with video”  
click YES. 

During the session 

You can turn the audio and video 
on and off (eg if the phone rings or 
you don’t wish to be seen)

At the bottom of the screen look 
for:   

Click “Mute” to be silent. You will 
still be able to hear others.

Click again to unmute and turn the 
microphone on again. 

Click “Stop Video” Your camera 
will be turned off, but you’ll still be 
able to speak, and see and listen 
to others.

Click again to start the video 
camera again.   

 
Your screen

The person speaking will often 
be the one on the big screen. 
Everyone else in the session will 
be in smaller screens.

If you want to see everyone the 
same size, click the Gallery View 
button on your device, then click 
Speaker View if you want to go 
back to the original screen. 

 
How to leave the meeting!

You can leave at any time. Click 
“Leave Meeting” and when 
prompted, leave meeting a second 
time.

Remember we are all nervous 
doing new things. 

You may have friends or family 
who can help set up Zoom with 

you. Don’t be afraid to ask!

How to Zoom – a Guide for Beginners                                                        
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Day 1 KYB Groups
Hebrews 10:24 & 25a “Let us think of ways to 
motivate one another to acts of love and good 
works. And let us not neglect our meeting together, 
as some people do, but encourage one another…” 
Thank God for the support KYB Group Leaders have 
been to their groups during the past year.
Pray for wisdom, sensitivity and tolerance as 
restrictions are lifted and groups consider meeting in 
person again.  
Praise God for the women who have joined KYB 
groups during the past 16 months – may these habits 
continue.

Day 2 Intercessors
Ephesians 6:18 “Pray in the Spirit at all times and on 
every occasion. Stay alert and be persistent in your 
prayers for all believers everywhere.”
Thank God for the 13 ladies who have committed to 
being Intercessors for KYB.
Let us ask God to guide the intercessors as they pray 
for the work of KYB.
Pray that they will all be encouraged as prayers are 
answered.

Day 3  Website
1 Corinthians 9:22b & 23 “I try to find common 
ground with everyone, doing everything I can to 
save some. I do everything to spread the Good News 
and share in its blessings.”
Thank God for the number of people who have visited 
the website.
Pray that the website will be relevant and attractive 
to women.
Pray for Nicky as she oversees the website and for Sue 
as she updates the prayer page.

Day 4  YouTube Channel
2 Corinthians 4:15 “…And as God’s grace reaches 
more and more people there will be great 
thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more 
glory.”
Praise God for the speakers who have produced 
messages for the KYB YouTube channel.
Praise God for Rachel and Mel who have taken 
on responsibility for editing and overseeing the 
programmes.
Pray for fresh ideas in developing future content for 
the YouTube channel. 

Day 5 Area Teams Forum
Proverbs 3:5 & 6 “Trust in the LORD with all your 
heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 
Seek his will in all you do, and he will show you 
which path to take.”
Praise God for the positive responses to our first Area 
Teams Forum on Zoom and for the encouragement 
received.
Pray that future meetings will be relevant and meet 
the needs of Area Team members.
Pray that Area/Regional Teams may be able to identify 
new members to join them.

Day 6 KYB Week
1 Thessalonians 4:11 “So encourage each other and 
build each other up, just as you are already doing.”
Praise God for those who provided devotions and 
prayer updates during KYB week.
Thank God for the encouragement groups received 
from being able to meet in person for coffee 
mornings/cream teas during KYB week.
Pray that more women will discover the joy of being 
part of KYB from the stories that were shared during 
KYB week.

Day 7 National Leadership Team 
(NLT)
Psalm 107:8 “Let them praise the LORD for his great 
love and for the wonderful things he has done for 
them.”
Praise God for enabling Tina, Margaret, Nicky, Sue and 
Sue to work together on the NLT despite not meeting 
in person.
Pray that God will lead and guide the NLT into all that 
He has for KYB.
Pray that new venues may be found for Residential 
Conferences.

PRAYER DIARY

For regular updates or to download 
a printable prayer bookmark, visit 

our website: 
https://www.knowyourbible.org.uk/

prayerdiary
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KYB Link team
Sandra Gilbert, Tina Stevens, 
Nicky Dixon
Know your Bible is part of the 
ministry of CWCI International
It is a registered Charity 
No:1002596
Cost of Newslink is 
approximately £1.20.
Donations or books of stamps 
gratefully appreciated.

Enquiries to: UK President
Tina Stevens
Email: ts.kyb20@outlook.com

Administrator/Media:
Nicky Dixon
Email: NickyDixon2021@outlook.
com 

Admin and study group 
enquiries:
Margaret Kearley
admin@knowyourbible.org.uk

Finance Director:
Margaret Toy
Email: margaret.toy0302@tiscali.
co.uk 

KYB Study Book Orders:
Mary Wray
Email: studybookorders@
knowyourbible.org.uk

CWCI Australia www.cwciaus.
org.au
CWCI New Zealand www.cwcinz.
org.nz

Design: McCormick Creative,
www.mccormickcreative.co.uk

Print: Print Projects Ltd, 
Northampton

Our Vision Statement
1.  To bring women to a personal knowledge of Jesus Christ as Saviour.
2.  To deepen and enrich the spiritual lives of women.
3.  To equip women for life’s challenges so they might be a positive influence in their homes, work and 

communities.

4.  To enable them to play a more effective role in their own churches and in all their service for the Lord.

Keep this list handy for when you next order!
NB: KYB books should not be photocopied or reproduced in any way.

Acts 1-12 Gospel & Growth 
(New Title)

£4

Genesis 1 £4

1 Samuel £4

2 Samuel £4

The Life of Solomon £4

Proverbs £4

Isaiah Part 2 £4

Jeremiah - the Man & the 
Message

£4

Haggai & Zechariah £4

Psalms of Restoration & 
Renewal

£4

The Problem of Pain: a 
Biblical Perspective

£4

Five Lives: Women who 
Encountered God

£4

The Good News £4

Jesus of Nazareth £4

Matthew 1 £3

Matthew 2 £3

The Gospel of Mark £4

John’s Gospel 1 £4

1 Corinthians £4

Ephesians £4

Colossians & Philemon £4

Timothy & Titus £4

Hebrews £4

Main Distributer: Mary Wray
studybookorders@knowyourbible.
org.uk  
Mary deals with all KYB study 
orders, apart from Devon & 
Cornwall and Scotland.
For these areas please contact:

Devon & Cornwall
Sue Edgeler

Scotland
Maureen Meredith 
maureenmeredith42@gmail.com

Distributers send an invoice with 
your books, and how to pay by 
cheque or online.

Know Your Bible Studies

Acts study book hot off the press: “Gospel & Growth”
We see lives being transformed by the gospel and  
learn how the baby church is being formed as well  
as how it works through issues and opposition.

Discover the amazing things God does as he equips 
believers with the Spirit!
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Have you managed to see Walking the Way of 
Truth, the latest KYB Youtube  programme? I 
have, and I hugely enjoyed the way Mel 
& Rachel combined Bible readings, poetry, 
song and Carol Dadswell’s talk – all were 
excellent.

But for me, the show-stopper was Colette 
Harding’s Pilgrim’s Progress stairs project. 
Last year’s lockdown project was to paint 
scenes from Pilgrim’s Progress on the stairs 
of her home, and it was fascinating seeing 
the different scenes about Christian’s journey 
into faith, hearing how significant John 
Bunyon and his book had been to her family 
through the years, and also how it related to 
people she visits in prison.

I found myself mulling over the various 
challenges Christian faced as he made 
his personal progress, and the different 

pilgrimages believers make to the Israel, 
Rome or walking the Camino trail in Spain.

Last weekend my heart leapt when I read in 
Psalm 84 “Blessed are those whose strength 
is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.”  
We might think of the physical pilgrimage 
Jews made to Jerusalem annually for the 3 
major festivals, and some Christians make 
to Canterbury, Iona or Lindisfarne. But also, 
the pilgrimage all believers make towards 
eternity with God in heaven, to becoming 
more like Jesus, which starts the moment we 
put our trust in Jesus. It’s a faith journey of 
the heart and mind which we can undertake 
without necessarily stepping out of our 
homes, but it will involve moving forward 
and Godward.

It’s so easy to be side-tracked, to slow down 
to a halt even, or to take a wrong turn. 
So let’s check our hearts, that they are set, 
like a compass, on pilgrimage, on becoming 
more like Jesus, on loving God’s Word and 
his ways. And if you haven’t seen Walking 
the Way of Truth – here’s the link - it’s well 
worth watching. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=F5cbpsQCrds&t=1524s

Dear Father, thank you for calling me to this 
journey of faith in you. May your Holy Spirit 
keep me on track, may I love studying the route-
map of your Word more and more, and may 
I know the assurance of your leading on the 
exciting pilgrimage that is life with you. Amen

Keeping on Track


